
DragonBoat SA 

ANNUAL REPORT 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

8 August 2019 



DragonBoat SA 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

8:00PM Thursday 8 August 2019 
at The Sailing Club, 1 Jenkins Street – New Port 

AGENDA 

1 Open Meeting 

2 Present 

3 Apologies 

4 Minutes of Previous AGM – 15/8/18 

5 Business Arising 

6 Reports 
6.1 President 
6.2 Treasurer 
6.4 Portfolios 

7 Election of Committee 
7.1 7 x committee positions vacant with three members restanding 

(Jennifer Bould, Maria Darby, Jeremy Sanders) 

Note Chris Kelley will be standing down at the AGM halfway through his term, 
Sharon Knights resigned recently during her first term, Chris Wood and
Tanya Mitchell are not restanding. 

Peter Button and Vi Duong have a further 12 month period to serve. 

8 Appointment of Auditor 

9 Participant Registration Fees 2020/21 

10 Members’ Fees 2020/21 

12 Any other business 

13 Meeting close 
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The numbers to dial in by phone are: 

Adelaide:             8220 0706 
Regional              1800 200 232 (National Toll Free) 

The Guest access code is:  1852192# 

The Host Access code is: 5722165# (for the meeting coordinator/host)

To reduce costs please use a land line where possible. 

Skype calls:
Some Clubs do not have land 
lines or good mobile 
reception so Skype can be 
used as an alternative. 

Call: “Marie Cunningham” 
on 8353 8151 or via Skype 
prior to the meeting to set up 
as Skype contact. 
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BOARD 

11 Meetings held 2018/19 Meetings 
Attended

PRESIDENT Chris Kelley 11/11
VICE PRESIDENT – FEMALE Chris Wood 11/11 
VICE PRESIDENT – MALE Vi Duong 9/11
SECRETARY Sharon Knights 7/9 
TREASURER Jennifer Bould 11/11
COMMITTEE Maria Darby 7/11 

Tanya Mitchell 10/11
Peter Button 7/10
Jeremy Sanders 5/8 

OFFICERS 

PUBLIC OFFICER Marie Cunningham 

AUDITOR Terry & Nathan Caldow 

MEMBERS 

 Adelaide Combined Dragonboat Club  Dragons Abreast Port Lincoln 

 Adelaide Black Dragons  Kangaroo Island Dragons 

 Adelaide Phoenix  Powerblades 

 Adelaide Sea Dragons  SA Dragons Abreast 

 Adelaide Survivors Abreast  Subsonix 

 Blade Runners  Victor Dragons 

 Blue Water Raiders  Vicki’s Pride 

 Copper Coast Battle Dragons  Waiwilta 

 Coorong Dragons  Water Warriors 

 Dragons Abreast Adelaide 

REGISTRATION NUMBERS

F M TOTAL

13-18 7 12 19
19-30 10 5 15 

31-39 26 9 35 

40-49 56 23 79
50-59 93 42 135
60+ 272 77 349

Total M / F 464 168 632 
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COMMITTEES 

Please note that Club committee members change throughout the year so the lists below may not be truly 
representative of all of the members on the respective committees. 

 Apologies to those that have been excluded. 

Racing Committee: 

CLUB NO. NAME SURNAME 

ACDC 1 Chris Wood 

ACDC 2 John Holland 

ASA 1 Petra Hanke 

ASA 2 Michelle Lennon 

Adelaide Phoenix 1 Clive  Grant 

Adelaide Phoenix 2 Kierney Sieberhagen 

Adelaide Sea Dragons 1 Cheryl Watson 

Adelaide Sea Dragons 2 Joy Fisher 

Black Dragons 1 Vi Duong 

Black Dragons 2 Lyn Payne 

Blade Runners 1 Julie  Clinch 

Blade Runners 2   

Blue Water Raiders 1 Raelene Fuller 

Blue Water Raiders 2 Terral Coote 

Copper Coast 1 Valda Cooper 

Copper Coast 2 Sharon Hannagan 

Coorong Dragons 1 Jerry Sanders 

Coorong Dragons 2 Fiona Sanders 

DA - Adelaide 1 Jo Hamlyn 

DA  Adelaide 2 Ruth Rounsevell 

DA - Port Lincoln 1 Sandra  Jansen 

DA - Port Lincoln 2 Sharon Bradbery 

KIDS 1 Mary Alice Swan 

KIDS 2 Sharon  Clark 

Powerblades 1 Neil  Parker 

Powerblades 2 Avi Kleinburd 

SADA 1 Liz Morallee 

SADA 2 Rick  French 

Subsonix 1 Darcy Knights 

Subsonix 2 Ronnie Lane 

Victor Dragons 1 Rob  Bowen 

Victor Dragons 2 Meredith Peters 

Vicki's Pride 1 Liz Hunkin 

Vicki's Pride 2 Jillian Harvey 

Waiwilta 1 Brian Taylor 

Waiwilta 2 John Klopp 

Water Warriors 1 Dave Watts 

Water Warriors 2 Marcel Kucmierz 

5



Maintenance Committee: 
Committee list not able to be provided. 

High Performance: 

 ACDC Chris Wood 

 Black Dragons Vi Duong 

Facilities Committee: 

 DBSA John Holland Maria Darby 

Jennifer Bould (Alt) 

Promotion & Development (P & D) Committee: 

 DBSA Chris Wood 

 Water Warriors Tanya Mitchell 

Cultural Committee: 

 ASA Mary Ann Holt  
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

The board of DBSA continues its focus on our Strategic Plan. Each aspect of the plan is 
reviewed at our monthly board meetings. One of the six Core Business Areas is reviewed each 
time to ensure we are meeting our targets and maintaining our commitments to our members. 
As per our program agreement with the Office of Recreation and Sport I will report against our 
Strategic plan as follows. 

ADMINISTRATION 
1.1 The position of Business Services Officer is yet to be filled however some strong 

candidates have emerged and interviews will be conducted soon. 
1.2 The AGM saw Peter Button (Powerblades) join the board and Jeremy Sanders (ACDC) 

accepted a board invitation to join. All brought a wealth of business and sporting 
knowledge and have proved invaluable in making this a successful season. 

1.3 The Office of Recreation and Sport provided the services of a facilitator to help conduct 
a review of our Strategic Plan which is due to be updated for the next three years. A very 
successful day was spent with members of clubs to help shape the future of our sport. 
The results are being collated and a new plan will be presented soon. 

1.4 Sharon Knights resigned from the board at the conclusion of the racing season and a 
letter of appreciation for her service was sent.  

1.5 The board continued to review and where needed update all of its policies. It was decided 
that where AusDBF follows the policies and procedures of IDBF then we would follow 
suit. This aligns us nationally and internationally and also allowed us to reduce the 
number of policies where interests are already covered by the policies of the National 
body.  

1.6 We have now seen some significant changes to the sport in South Australia. The 
minimum age limit of paddlers has been dropped from 12yrs old to 10yrs old. The 
minimum age for Drummers and Sweeps remains 12yrs old. 
The Age Eligibility was changed to be 31st December in any given year as per AusDBF. 

1.7 In consultation with the club Presidents and Race Committee it was decided to trial 
different race categories for the 2018/19 season. All regattas will now consist of three 
categories, Open Age, Seniors (40+ yrs of age) and over 55’s.  The State 
Championships were run over the traditional categories of Open, Senior A, Senior B and 
Senior C.  

1.8 At the conclusion of the season the race committee met and decided to return to the 
traditional categories  for the coming season. Open age, Senior A (40+ years of age), 
Senior B (50+ years of age) and Senior C (60+ years of age). 

PROMOTION AND MARKETING 
2.1  Our website is constantly reviewed to ensure that content remains current and relevant. 

With Sharon Knights, Tanya Mitchell, Chris Wood and Marie Cunningham we are 
enhancing our use of social media to promote the sport. 

2.2 While regular media coverage is always a challenge we continue to be supported by 
regional print. 
Due to the relentless recruiting efforts of several clubs we have had some good publicity.  
2.3 After research undertaken by Chris Wood the board approved the purchase of 
an electronic signboard to be used in the boatshed at Aquatic reserve to be used to 
provide information to members. 

2.4 The Junior State Team (Dragonmites) continues to grow and be popular with our younger 
paddlers. 

2.5 We continue to have a banner on Port Rd to aid in the promotion of Dragonboating. 
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COACHING AND OFFICIATING 
3.1 DBSA continues its commitment to providing the opportunity for members to build on 

their skills. As with previous seasons we offer courses in Level 1 coaching as well as 
training and accreditation in Sweeping. 

3.2 A Senior First aid course was run and we will continue to offer this each year as the need 
arises. It is planned to record accreditations on Revolutionise to ensure Sweeps and 
coaches remain up to date. 

3.3 A database will now be kept by AusDBF so that qualifications will be recognised by all 
member states. 

PARTICIPATION 
4.1 Mawson Lakes is the only body of water in the Northern suburbs suitable for Dragon 

boating and hopes were raised after an approach from Jerry Elder from the local rowing 
club. This has not progressed as yet but we remain hopeful that an event may be held 
there in the future. 

4.2 The Masters Games were successfully held in Port Pirie with all crews reporting 
favourably on the event. Some improvements are needed in the registration process and 
that will once again be addressed with the organising committee. The 2019 Australian 
Masters Games will be held in Adelaide at Aquatic reserve and DBSA will be 
encouraging participation. 

4.3 A well-supported Hat Regatta was held in Port Lincoln, which was followed up by a 
coaching session, by Aurora Vi Duong.  

4.4 It was sad to see the annual Corporate Challenge cancelled this year due to lack of 
entries. Work is being done by Maryanne Holt who has managed to garner some new 
interest in the event. 

4.5 It was decided by the board to provide an allowance to volunteers who assist with 
corporate events. 

4.6 Tanya Mitchell and Chris Wood were spearheading a sub committee to organise an 
Amazing Race event at Goolwa this year. Unfortunately the timetable did not allow 
enough time so this has been put on hold for now. 

4.7 A Scout Jamboree was held at Tailem Bend in 2019 and it attracted 8000 participants. 
John Holland continued to liaise with the organisation. Scout leaders were trained as 
sweeps and were joined by several sweeps from DBSA clubs. 

         This was very successful and introduced our sport to a new audience. 
4.8 Club of the Year nominations were sought and DBSA  is waiting for the end of season 

dinner to congratulate the Metro Club of the Year- and the Regional Club of the Year. 

VOLUNTEERS 
5.1 Sourcing volunteers remains a major issue and all clubs have been reminded that they 

need to provide a volunteer on race days. 
5.2 Our annual volunteers’ lunch is still being organised with DBSA looking at a different kind 

of event this year. It’s a great chance to say thank you to all those who helped out during 
the past season and we look forward to seeing the invitee’s. 

5.3 Sharon Knights was our Volunteer coordinator and maintained the logbooks. The board 
would like to thank Sharon for her work. 

HIGH PERFORMANCE 
6.1 The State Team performed well at the National Championships mainly due to the hard 

work of State Opens and Senior A Coach Vi Duong and Seniors Coach Julie Lister. While 
there is still some work to be done the team performed above expectations. 

6.2 The High Performance committee will be sending out EOI shortly for aspiring state 
coaches to take up the challenge of developing our talent in the pursuit of medals in 
Penrith 2020. 

6.3 Nominations were called for a flag bearer to represent SA at the Nationals in Canberra 
2019. This honour went to Vi Duong after years of service at the highest level.  
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CONCLUSION 

There have many challenges during my Two years as DBSA President and I would expect 

no less. The support given by my fellow board members, Chris Wood, Tanya Mitchell, 

Jennifer Bould, Sharon Knights, Vi Duong, Maria Darby, Peter Button and Jeremy Sanders 

have allowed us to overcome obstacles while striving for an exciting future. My heartfelt 

thanks go to all of them as well as John Holland who has a passion for the sport, which is 

unmatched. 

My greatest challenge and joy has been the arrival of my daughter Amelie. The way the 

dragonboat community has embraced her has been nothing short of amazing. She now has 

more Aunties, Uncles and grandparents than anyone could wish for and she loves you all.  

While Leonie and I are extremely grateful for all the support it is now time for me to step 

down from the board and spend more time with them both. 

Based on the feedback from the Office of Recreation and Sport Governance Review our 

board functions extremely well and I look forward to seeing this continue on as the sport of 

Dragonboating moves forward.  

Chris Kelley 
President - DBSA 
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CULTURAL PORTFOLIO REPORT 

It is with pleasure that I present this report on the Cultural Portfolio for 2019. 

As in past years, I had the pleasure of liaising with the monks and congregation of the Buddhist 
temple at Ottaway for the blessing and dotting of the eyes ceremony at the start of the 2018/19 
racing season.   This ceremony was held at Aquatic Centre, West Lakes on a beautiful sunny 
day. 

It was a pleasure welcoming invited guests Mayor Gary Johanson, City of Port Adelaide Enfield; 
Mayor Angela, City of Charles Sturt; Ms Leah Cassidy, CEO Sports SA and David Hutton, 
Rowing SA who each participated in the dotting of the eyes ceremony.  The Venerable monk 
and members from the SA Zhu-Lin Buddhist Association also joined Chris Kelly, President 
DBSA in the dotting of the eyes.   

The addition to invited guests, Ms Leah Cassidy’s partner and boys provided an added 
component to the ceremony, with the boys enjoying the opportunity to dot an eye.  It was a 
welcome sight having family of an invited guest participate in the ceremony, as to me, it reflects 
the community mindedness of this annual event.  Yes, it is an opening ceremony to the racing 
season for DBSA, but more than that, the participation of other water users consolidates dragon 
boating as an active member of those sharing West Lakes waters for recreation and competitive 
sporting bodies.    

Positive comments are always received regarding the involvement of the Buddhist community 
and various guests from organisations using West Lakes, with no exception for the past 
season’s ceremony.    This ceremony is now an integral component of the whole dragon boating 
scene at West Lakes, and I know the monks look forward to this annual event.   

To have involvement of the Buddhist community is very special, an involvement which has 
established mutual respect and a solid friendship between their members and DBSA.  I still 
envisage at some time in the future, including an Indigenous component to the opening 
ceremony, and to this end, I will continue liaising with Karl in the anticipation that the Cultural 
Portfolio will one year, be that, a true cultural one.  

I look forward to the annual involvement of the Buddhist monks at the opening ceremony of this 
year’s racing season at West Lakes, and also to the continual communication with them in the 
future. 

Mary-Ann Holt 
Cultural Portfolio 
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JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

This season was a groundbreaking one for juniors in South Australia. We decided early to put 
a Dragonmite crew together for AusChamps in Canberra and four of our juniors decided to try 
out for the Auroras. 

The four juniors were invited to the selection camp and Cassidy Burns, Finn Coleman and 
Jackson Petkovic were all successful and they set about preparing themselves to be the best 
they can be for the World Championships in Thailand this coming August. They are training with 
the older South Australian Auroras and are a definite asset to the team. 

DBSA has had a junior crew at AusChamps in the past but it has only been when the 
championships have been held on home water at West Lakes. This year was the first time that 
we have taken a junior crew to AusChamps interstate and it was a great success and even 
though we didn’t come home with medals the crew really worked hard and they put up a great 
performance in Open 10, with 5 boys and 5 girls. They will certainly benefit from the experience 
and have come home eager to improve and be even more competitive in Penrith next year. 

We currently have fifteen paddlers participating and recruitment continues to be a major focus 
for the group – we have had a number of new paddlers join us this year but we did lose five who 
had been with us for a couple of years. I am aware that there are juniors in some clubs who 
have not given the Dragonmites a try – it is a great group who are all very supportive and they 
make sure that paddling is fun. 

A number of DBSA Juniors also participated in the Joeys crews at AusChamps on Club Crew 
days and the experience really enthused them and has seen them come back with a greater 
respect for the sport. 

Throughout the year we had the following junior activities: 

City of Charles Sturt School Holiday Programs 
The CCS again facilitated sessions with registered sports clubs for juniors during school 
holidays and we had 2 sessions in October 2018 and 2 sessions in April 2019 with total 
registrations of 147 participants. I wish to thank the sweeps and paddlers who came out to assist 
with these programs – although we  do not gain many members through it initially, it introduces 
youngsters to our sport and may provide the impetus for them to join in the future.  

Western Zone School Day 
This has become a regular fixture on our calendar – we have about 6 schools from the Western 
Zone participate in a Dragon Boat day which incorporates a training session followed by some 
racing. We have around 150 youngsters participate and it is mainly directed at introducing the 
children to Dragon Boating. Again it is fantastic to have the support of sweeps and paddlers 
from all clubs to make this a really successful day 

Portside Christian School 
This local school is taking advantage of their proximity and are including dragon boating on their 
calendar – around 14 students participated in 2018 and they will be joining the Western Zone 
day in 2019 and will have several training sessions before the big day 

Mount Carmel College 
Mt Carmel College continues to include Dragon Boating in their PE curriculum for 4 weeks during 
October and November. There were 2 classes per week and we worked through a program of 
introduction through to racing and it gave the participants a great introduction to the sport and 
may help to stimulate future involvement. 

All of these programs would not be possible without the help of our enthusiastic volunteers – my 
heartfelt thanks to all for your contribution to the growth of our sport. 
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The inclusion of juniors in a club can prove very rewarding – some seem to shy away from it for 
various reasons but from personal experience I can confirm that the benefits far outweigh any 
perceived problems. Family groups can participate together and the juniors can certainly bring 
in some fresh perspectives to the group and they certainly bring value to the crew.  

I can only encourage other clubs to embrace the junior concept and I am happy to assist 
wherever required.  

John Holland   
DBSA Life Member 
Junior Development – DBSA 
Dragonmites Coach   
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 SWEEPS COMMITTEE REPORT 

The DBSA Sweep Committee (SC) is a committee established and appointed by the Board of 
DragonBoat SA to provide specialist assistance and advice in training, assessing and 
maintaining 
consistent standards across all sweeps who are affiliated with members of DBSA. 

They are tasked with the following objectives 

 Organise and run Sweep Training Courses 

 Assess sweeps for progression through sweep levels 

 Provide updates for the Sweep Register on the DBSA website 

 Assess sweep re-accreditations 

 Recommend updates for the Sweep Training course 

 Communicate with DBSA sweeps to maintain safety and consistency 

 Set an annual Training Course timetable 

 Review policies and procedures which affect sweeps and make recommendations to 

the DBSA board 

 Set an annual meeting schedule (minimum 4 meetings per year) 

 Other duties as allocated  

The current DBSA sweeps committee comprises Veronica Lane (Chairperson), John Holland, 
Steve Clinch, Chris Kelley (DBSA & AUSDBF Sweeps committee), Jan Bice and Dave Gillies. 
The focus early in the year has been providing input via the AUSDBF sweeps committee to 
assist in creating an Auswide sweeps manual and accreditation scheme.  This has had a 
successful outcome and is now being rolled out to all states. 

We have continued to assess sweeps once they are deemed to have completed the 
requirements to attain the next level. 
I am currently working with Revsport to allow clubs to view and monitor the level and currency 
of their sweeps. This includes updated first aid certificates which are required for certification. 

During the off season we are busy planning the next round of sweeps courses and ensuring 
these dates are updated on the DBSA website. 

Further discussion continues on how we can lift the standard of sweeping in SA by providing 
ongoing support and training. 

We are all looking forward to another successful season on and off the water. 

Chris Kelley 
DBSA Sweeps Committee 

13



HIGH PERFORMANCE PORTFOLIO FOR 2019 DBSA AGM 

Every year there seems to be a variety of challenges to overcome when putting together the SA 
State Team as we experienced in 2018 when a late change in venue resulted in only 46 people 
competing in the Qld Nationals State v State competition. However, 2019 seemed to come 
together quite effortlessly from an organisational point of view.   

Although Canberra is one of the more expensive States to travel to, 7 SA Clubs made the 
journey to compete at the Australian Dragon Boat Championships.  Club attendances of this 
volume certainly goes a long way in putting together more competitive State crews. 

Julie Lister, Vi Duong and John Holland were appointed as Coaches for Senior B & C, Premier 
& Senior A and Juniors respectively.  Pre-Christmas saw everyone training together in mixed 
crews which is very effective in bringing people together and enables good interaction and 
building of camaraderie early into the campaign. 

Julie Lister, Vi Duong and John Holland were appointed as Coaches for Senior B & C, Premier 
& Senior A and Juniors respectively.  Pre-Christmas saw everyone training together in mixed 
crews which is very effective in bringing people together and enables good interaction and 
building of camaraderie early into the campaign. 

Below you will read reports from each of the State Coaches together with a brief summation of 
what has been transpiring in the lives of our SA Auroras over the last 8-12 months.  The Junior 
Development Report is located elsewhere within the DBSA Annual Report. 

AURORA’S 2019 THAILAND CAMPAIGN prepared by Bryan Buttery

The Aurora’s 2019 Thailand campaign began last July for the Juniors and in August for the rest.   

This was when we did our State-based fitness testing in order to secure an invitation to attend 
the national selection camps.  The selection camps were tough, fitness test benchmarks were 
completed in front of all applicants.  Paddlers were paired up and raced off against each other 
in 2 races for their spots.  Times and techniques were scrutinised, and if you were good enough, 
you made selection. 

This year, the National Coach took much smaller teams with many divisions only taking squads 
for 10’s boat racing. This made the competition for spots even tougher as there were only 12 
spots available within several divisions.  

The competition being in Thailand has gleaned a lot of interest. For example, the Senior B 
women had over 70 applicants in the initial phase. Those who were selected certainly deserved 
their spots. 

South Australia had 13 successful applicants. Pleasingly, whilst the senior divisions have 
traditionally been well supported in previous campaigns, in this campaign we also have Under 
16’s and 18’s and a Premier paddler selected.  In fact, South Australian’s are represented in 
every division apart from the Under 24’s. 

This is a first for us, and hopefully something to build on.  Our national State vs State results 
indicate that we do have some excellent paddlers in South Australia. 

Finally, after about a year long journey, many sacrifices, 3 gym sessions a week, runs, paddle 
ergs, 4 sessions a week in dragon boats and single crafts, we are on the cusp of going to 
Thailand.  Again, being Thailand, this year’s Worlds Nations Championships has received lots 
of interest and we’re racing countries who I’ve not seen in my previous campaigns.  28 countries 
will be competing.  It should be very exciting. 
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Special mention and thanks to Darryl Bockmann who has swept every training session.  Without 
his commitment, our paddlers would not have been able to train together. 

AURORA’S 2019 THAILAND CAMPAIGN prepared by Vi Duong

This season there was a record number of SA paddlers selected into the Australian Dragon Boat 
Team. A total of 13 paddlers (including 2 standby) were selected. Also for the first time in SA,  
4 Junior paddlers (1 Standby) can call themselves Auroras.  

DBSA would like to congratulate the following paddlers who will be representing Australia at the 
2019 World Nations Dragon Boat Championships in Thailand.  

Junior A 
Fin Coleman    
Jackson Petkovic  
Cassidy Burns 
(Ellen Voss - Standby) 

Senior A 
Vi Duong  

Senior B 
Bryan Buttery  
Karen Graetz  
Julie Lister  
Jeremy Sanders  
(Norman Voss -Standby) 

Senior C 
Sue Bockman  
Sue Wilson  
Marcel Kucmierz 

Their journey started 12 months ago at the State based fitness test where a record number of 
paddlers, sweeps and drummers (25) participated. Twenty two of the 25 participants that tried 
out received invitations to Auroras selection camp.  

DBSA is committed to supporting all SA paddlers to achieve their full potential in the sport.  

The next Auroras selection is expected to be held in July/August 2020 for the 2021 Word 
Nations Dragon Boat Championships in Hong Kong.  
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA’S 2019 STATE SQUAD 

PREMIER/SENIOR A STATE TEAMS prepared by Coach, Vi Dong

In recent years participation from Premier (and Senior A) paddlers at the National has declined.  

The goal for the 2018/2019 season was to encourage new paddlers to be a part of the State 
Team. It’s a good opportunity for paddlers to further develop their skills and experience 
competition at a higher level.  

We set-out to recruit enough paddlers to fill Premier 20 Open and Women 20 crews, supported 
by Senior A, B and C paddlers.  

The combined squad was 49 paddlers, 3 drummers and 3 sweeps. Most clubs were well 
represented. 18 Water Warriors, 10 Subsonix, 8 Black Dragons, 7 Powerblades, 5 ACDC, 3 Sea 
Dragons, 2 Victor Dragons and 2 Bladerunners. 

It was good to see we had 19 paddlers relatively new to dragon boating in the squad.  

The results at Nationals are as follows: 

Premier Open 20 ` 4th Senior A Open 10  4th

Premier Women 20  5th Senior A Women 10  5th

Premier Mixed 20  6th Senior A Mixed 20  4th 

Results are not unexpected. There is a wide gap between experienced and novice paddlers. 
Interstate teams were well represented and had a strict selection criterion. 
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In conclusion, we achieved the goals we set ourselves. Paddlers we able to experience a higher 
level of competition. They can now understand the standard required in order to compete at that 
level. This may encourage individuals to further develop and improve within their Club. They 
may also strive towards trying out for the Australian ‘Auroras’. 

SENIOR B/SENIOR C prepared by Coach, Julie Lister

The 2019 State Team campaign is now concluded after finishing with a nail-biting end and that 
millisecond win over NSW for gold. 

Training 

Training until the end of December was undertaken as a State Team with all age groups 
paddling together in mixed boats.  Once the Coaches had determined their team selection, 
training was segregated to Juniors, Premiers & Senior A and Senior B & C with each Coach 
determining their own training schedules. 

Overall a total number of 138 paddlers attended one or more training session and after selection 
116 paddlers represented South Australia from 11 different clubs.  As in previous years 
attracting Premiers and Senior A age groups proved a challenge with various age groups 
coming together to fill the standard boats.  The Senior B and C’s welcomed new paddlers trying 
out for the first time and all were challenged with a selection process that included single 
paddling time trials. 

We really put on a show for local residents and tourists with up to 5 boats out on the water 
together and we’ll feature in many photographs and videos. 

My thanks go to the stand in sweeps who, at short notice assisted me at training allowing options 
for numerous boats to be out on the water each session: Steve Holt (ASA) and Tina Pupello 
(Warriors).  Without their help my sessions would have been shall we say ‘up the creek without 
a paddle’ or maybe ‘on the lake without a sweep’.  

From the sessions held between 12/1/19 and 7/4/19 average attendance varied: 

 Premiers and Senior A – between 33% and 87% each session 

 Senior B and C – between 68% and 93% each session 

Merchandise / State Top 

A new State Team top was designed and was met with favourable feedback retaining the old 
bold colours of red, blue and yellow and the iconic SA yellow dragon.  Due to the merchandiser 
making an error in the first order (at their cost) we have a number of tops, mainly ladies singlets 
available for sale for future years. 

State v State Championships 

Whilst all teams paddled hard, results were mixed with only the Senior B and C winning medals.  
For the Senior B and C boats the teams in the heats differed from the final with the strongest 
team out on the water whilst ensuring everyone selected had at least two paddling opportunities.  
From 6 categories we won 4 bronze, came a very close 4th and won a gold in the Senior B Men’s 
small boat.  
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A summary of State Team composition: 

Premiers Senior A Senior B Senior C Juniors Total

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

Powerblades 4 1 1 1 1 1 3 2 14 

Water Warriors 3 3 2 8 2 2 2 22 

Subsonix 1 4 3 3 4 2 1 18 

SADA 1 1 2 

Sea Dragons 2 1 3 3 5 14 

ACDC 1 1 3 1 2 1 11 20 

ASA 1 2 3 

Victor Dragons   1 1 2 

Coorong 2 2 1 5 

Black Dragons 1 1 2 1 3 2 2 2 14 

Blade Runners 1 1 2 

116

The numbers are reflective of the age group a paddler paddled in 

Average Attendance

Senior B and C 12-Jan 68%   Premiers & Senior A 

08-Feb 79% 12-Jan 46% 

17-Feb 73% 27-Jan 33% 

03-Mar 93% 10-Feb 66% 

13-Mar 82% 03-Mar 87% 

24-Mar 79% 24-Mar 72% 

06-Apr 86%   07-Apr 83% 

Taking nothing away from our 2019 results I think we’d all agree there is always room for 
improvement.  Obviously, States like NSW, QLD & Victoria have large numbers of athletes from 
which to make their selections.  However, over recent years they have incorporated fitness 
programs to improve the strength & conditioning not dissimilar to the Auroras preparation.   

I believe it would be in SA’s interest to seriously considering the adoption of similar programs 
and to build on them as our members begin to embrace the necessity of going down that path 
to achieve greater success. 

An integral part of any team/squad is the position of Team Captain.  Each of the following people 
were chosen for their skills in displaying strong leadership, good communication, dedication, 
significant time in the sport and a sound knowledge of it. 

Congratulations & our thanks goes to the following individuals: 

For Senior C: 
         Sue Bockmann (Sea Dragons) 
         Marcel Kucmierz (Water Warriors) 

For Senior B: 
         Rebecca Moore (ACDC Coorong Dragons) 
         Michael Petrovs (Subsonix) 

For Senior A: 
         Jacky Smith (Water Warriors) 
         Michael Cahill (Powerblades) 
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For Premiers: 
         Kat Reid (ASD) 
         Joe Smith (Water Warriors) 

For Juniors: 
         Cassidy Burns (ACDC Dragon Fire) 

To conclude – enjoy yourself, set challenges and goals, stay positive, grow from your 
experiences but most of all have fun while you’re doing it.   

Thank you for supporting SA’s State Team in 2019; we hope to see you all back again for the 
2020 Penrith campaign. 

Chris Wood 
DBSA VP Female 
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PROMOTIONAL REPORT 

In the promotion of dragon boating, the DBSA Board has supported multiple youth activities 
and school holiday programs.  The biggest of these this year was the 25th Australian Scouts 
Jamboree in January 2019 where dragon boating was offered at the Wellington Marina.  

DBSA provided sweeps training to Scout leaders and volunteers, provided (hired) dragon 
boats and paddles to Scouts and provided a number of extra volunteers to support the event
from our dragon boat community to ensure a successful event. 

Events               Dates 
DBSA Regatta Program                                                       September 2018 – March 2019 

Oz Asia Festival 27 October 2018 

Life Be In It (5 weeks) 
March/April 2019 

The South Australian Masters Games in Port Pirie             13 April 2019 

17th Australian Masters Games                                            10 - 12 October 2019 
Register NOW to participate OR volunteer! 

Support for regional clubs
Mentoring, training, sweeps accreditation and  
regional event support and participation. 

20



Recruiting new members 
Dragon Boat Clubs do their own recruiting for new 
members using a variety of methods. 

New crew were trained by our Dragon boat 
Community to participate in the Oz Asia 
Festival. 

South Australian Squad  
New squad, new uniforms in 2019! Thanks to Julie Lister for the new design,  
ordering and distribution of uniforms ready for Nationals. 

Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/Dragonboatsa/
The DBSA Board continues to use Facebook to update members and promote dragon boat 
events, training, regattas and come and try opportunities to the dragon boat community.   

Please continue to tag @Dragonboatsa and share your team activities and memories to 
promote the sport of dragon boating.

Tanya Mitchell 
Promotion 
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