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Our Purpose, Vision, Mission And Values 

Our purpose  
To govern, promote and grow the sport in South Australia to benefit the 

Dragon Boat community, represent and advocate Dragon Boating across 
South Australia and Australia 

Our vision  
To have a statewide and national reputation for excellence in participation 

and performance, delivered by sustainable member organisations  

Our mission  
To create opportunities and promote the sport of dragon boat racing and 

foster dragon boat competition across South Australia 

Our values  
Inclusive, participation, collaborative, diversity, accountability, openness 

and transparency 
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DBSA BOARD  

Meeting attendance 12 Meetings held 2020/21 Meetings 
Attended 

President Peter Button 12/12 

Vice President – Female Maria Darby 9/12 

Vice President – Male Vi Duong 10/12 

Secretary Kat Reid 11/12 

Treasurer Jennifer Bould 12/12 

Committee: Mick Cahill 12/12 

Allison Bretones 11/12 

Valda Cooper 10/10 

Julie Clinch 9/10 

BOARD MEMBERS 2020/21 

Officers 

PUBLIC OFFICER Marie Cunningham 

AUDITOR Terry & Nathan Caldow 
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MEMBER CLUBS 
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REVSPORT STATISTICS 

FEMALES MALES TOTAL 

13-18 7 4 11 

19-30 6 12 18 

31-39 16 6 22 

40-49 50 13 63 

50-59 117 62 179 

60-69 169 47 216 

70+ 107 41 148 

TOTAL 472 185 657 

2017/18 
- 221 

2018/19 
- 136

2019/20  
- 177 

849 – 30.1% 

1,968 – 69.9% 

2016/17
 - 664 

2020/21
 - 657 

2019/20
 - 732 

2018/19
 - 678 

2017/18
 - 719 

Members per Season 

Registrations 2020/21 Registrations 2020/21 by gender 
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COMMITTEES 

Please note that Club committee members change throughout the year so the lists below may not be truly 
representative of all of the members on the respective committees.  Apologies to those that have been 
excluded. 

Racing Committee: 

CLUB NO. NAME SURNAME

ACDC 1 Sharon Knights 

ACDC 2 John Holland 

ACDC GRD 1 Jerry Sanders 

ACDC GRD 2 Fiona Sanders 

ACDC Desert Dragons 1 Heather  Graetz 

ACDC Desert Dragons 2 Di Day 

ASA 1 Michelle Lennon 

ASA 2 Michael Rehbein 

Adelaide Phoenix 1 Jason Thompson 

Adelaide Phoenix 2 Leigh  Woodrow 

Black Sea Dragons 1 Cheryl Watson 

Black Sea Dragons 2 Lyn  Payne 

Blade Runners 1 Julie  Clinch 

Blade Runners 2 Sandy Douglas 

Blue Water Raiders 1 Raelene Fuller 

Blue Water Raiders 2 Terral Coote 

Coorong Dragons 1 Brigitte  Chapman 

Coorong Dragons 2 Sue  Jones 

Copper Coast 1 Trevor Key 

Copper Coast 2 Chris Wolf 

DA - Adelaide 1 

DA - Adelaide 2 Carol Pascoe 

DA - Port Lincoln 1 Sandra  Jansen 

DA - Port Lincoln 2 Sharon Bradbery 

KIDS 1 Mary Alice Swan 

KIDS 2 Sharon  Clark 

Mannum 1 Colleen Walker 

Mannum 2 Julie  Metcalfe 

Powerblades 1 Neil  Parker 

Powerblades 2 Dalia Sweeny 

SADA 1 Heather  Wingard 

SADA 2 Rick  French 

Subsonix 1 Julie  Lister 

Subsonix 2 Ronnie Lane 

Victor Dragons 1 Rob  Bowen 

Victor Dragons 2 Maxine Timbs 

6



CLUB NO. NAME SURNAME

Vicki's Pride 1 Sandra  Bennett 

Vicki's Pride 2 Julie  Davies 

Waiwilta 1 Brian Taylor 

Waiwilta 2 John Klopp 

Water Warriors 1 Chris  Kelley 

Water Warriors 2 

Maintenance Committee: 

ACDC John Holland

Adelaide Phoenix Valerian Kuznetsov

Adelaide Survivors Abreast Mark O'Gara 

Adelaide Survivors Abreast Richard Stait 

Black Sea Dragons Darryl Bockmann

Blade Runners Lisa Pearson

Blue Water Raiders Jennifer Chillingworth

Dragons Abreast Adelaide Debra Elfenbein

Dragons Abreast Pt Lincoln Sandy Jansen 

Kangaroo Island Dragons Ants Harris 

Powerblades Larry Tomes

SA Dragons Abreast Inc. Martin Pearson

SA Dragons Abreast Inc. Rick French

SA Dragons Abreast Inc. Steve Cannon

Subsonix Peter Norcliffe 

Vicki's Pride DBC Mark Elliott 

Vicki's Pride DBC Peter Duthie

Victor Dragons Rob Bowen

Waiwilta Chris Anderson

Sweep Committee 

Pat Doogue - Chairperson SADA 

Steve Clinch Blade Runners 

Chris Kelly Water Warriors 

Julie Clinch - DBSA Liaison Blade Runners 

High Performance: 

DBSA Vi Duong 

Facilities Committee: 

DBSA John Holland Mick Cahill 

Jennifer Bould (Alt) 

Promotion & Development (P&D) Committee: 

DBSA Vi Duong 

Cultural Committee: 

ASA Mary Ann Holt  
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

The Dragon Boating season saw us return to the water after the pandemic restrictions were 
lifted in late June 2020. Credit to all Member Clubs cooperating diligently with the 
tracking/tracing, social distancing, hygiene and COVID Officer/Marshal training requirements.  

The racing season began well with minimal disruptions to scheduled events. The only 
interruption to the season came about after the COVID outbreak in November 2020, however 
the Racing Committee reviewed the Racing calendar, and we were able to reschedule the Peter 
Bristow long Course Race to January 2021.  

The Board of DBSA continued its focus on finalising our Strategic Plan, the Plan for 2020/25 
was promulgated in December 2020. Each aspect of the plan is reviewed at our monthly Board 
meetings. One of the six Core Business Areas is reviewed each time to ensure we are meeting 
our targets and maintaining our commitments to our members.  

Several Members of the Board have engaged with the local Council and other stakeholders to 
seek Federal funding to design and redevelop the facilities at Aquatic Reserve. 

Significant highlights for 2020 – 2021: 

 Promulgation of the 2020/25 Strategic Plan 
 Preparation for the 2022 AusChamps in Adelaide 
 Successful negotiations and allocation of Federal funding to rebuild the shared facilities at 

Aquatic Reserve 
 Review of the fee structure to ensure fair and equitable ratio to regional and remote clubs 
 Partnership established with Merlin Paddles 

ADMINISTRATION 

 The 2020/21 AGM saw Valda Cooper (Copper Coast Battle Dragons), Julie Clinch (Blade 
Runners) and Kat Reid (BSD), join the Board. All brought a wealth of business and sporting 
knowledge and have proved invaluable with the management of our association.  
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 The position of Business Services Officer is yet to be filled; however, the functions of the 
position are being reviewed in line with the business requirements of DBSA. 

 In addition to the monthly Board meetings the DBSA Board has been conducting regular 
Governance meetings to review the strategic documents and processes of the association. 
It was decided that where AusDBF follows the policies and procedures of IDBF, then DBSA 
would follow suit and AusDBF policies and procedures when they suit DBSA’s business 
needs. This aligns us nationally and internationally and also allowed us to reduce the number 
of policies where interests are already covered by the policies of the National body.  

 Adelaide and DBSA will be hosting the 2022 AusChamps at the A.M. Ramsay Regatta 
Course, with monthly meeting underway to ensure the 2022 AusChamps are as successful 
as possible. 

 At the conclusion of the 20/21 season the Racing Committee met to draft the Racing 
Calendar for the 21/22 Season. The racing categories were also discussed at this meeting. 
The Racing Committee supported the traditional categories for the 20/21 season. Open age, 
Senior A (40+ years of age), Senior B (50+ years of age) and Senior C (60+ years of age). 

PROMOTION AND MARKETING 
 Our website is constantly reviewed to ensure that content remains current and relevant. 

DBSA is enhancing the use of social media with regular updates from Racing Meetings 
posted to promote the sport of dragon boating. 

 While regular media coverage is always a challenge we continue to be supported by regional 
print and publicity from the Corporate Cup Challenge through the Women’s and Children’s 
Health Network online newsletter.  

 The program for the electronic sign board to be used in the boatshed at Aquatic reserve has 
been upgraded and is available to convey important messages to members. 

 The Junior State Team (Dragonmites) remains popular with our younger paddlers. The 
Dragonmites brochure has been redesigned and distributed. 

COACHING AND OFFICIATING 
 DBSA continues its commitment to provide the opportunity for members to build on their 

skills. As with previous seasons we offer courses in Level 1 coaching as well as training and 
accreditation in Sweeping.  

 Senior First aid courses are run each year as the need arises. Accreditations are recorded 
in Revolutionise Sport to ensure Sweeps and Coaches remain up to date. 

 A database is kept by AusDBF to ensure qualifications are recognised by all member states. 
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PARTICIPATION 
 The Regional Masters Games were successfully held in April 2021 at Kadina with the 

DragonBoat event held in the Wallaroo Marina with over 280 participants. The Board 
received positive feedback from all participating crews. A letter of thanks/congratulations 
was sent to the organising committee:  

 Valda Cooper, Vi Duong and John Holland 

 A well-supported Hat Regatta was held at Goolwa facilitated by ACDC Goolwa River 
Dragons. 

 The annual Corporate Challenge was held this year during the race day on 31 January 2020, 
coordinated by Vi Duong. This event as attended and enjoyed by four (4) Corporate Teams 
(EFM Port Adelaide A & B, Access 4 U and Olympic Sports).  
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 Vogalonga Down Unda event at Goolwa in May 2021.  

 The racing season culminated with the SA State Championships held on 27 and 28 March 
2021 at A.M. Ramsay Regatta Course. This event ran smoothly, a big congratulation to the 
organisers and to the successful teams. 
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VOLUNTEERS 
 The sport of Dragon boating and the success of our race days is made possible by the efforts 

of many people, in particular the volunteers. Without them the ability to facilitate the sport is 
not possible. On behalf of the Board, I would like to extend the thanks of the entire 
association for their support. 

 Pat Doogue facilitated a training day for volunteers in February 2020, this was attended by 
many participants and well received.  

 Our Volunteers thank you function was facilitated in conjunction with the annual awards 
dinner held at the Glenelg Golf Cub on Saturday 29 May 2021. 

 Julie Clinch took over the role of Volunteer Coordinator from Allison Bretones and the Board 
would like to thank her for this. 

 Sourcing volunteers remains an issue and all Clubs have been reminded that they need to 
provide a volunteer on race days. 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE 
 The State Team prepared well to compete at the Australian Championships mainly due to 

the hard work of Vi Duong and Julie Lister. Unfortunately, as previously reported, the 
Australian Championships were cancelled. 

 The High Performance committee have sent out an EOI for coaches to take up the challenge 
of developing our talent in the pursuit of medals at the AusChamps in Adelaide, April 2022. 

CONCLUSION 

There have many challenges during this year as DBSA President. The support given by my 
fellow Board members, Jennifer Bould, Vi Duong, Maria Darby, Allison Bretones, Michael Cahill, 
Kat Reid, Valda Cooper and Julie Clinch have allowed us to overcome obstacles while striving 
to make the sport of dragon boating successful in South Australia.  

My heartfelt thanks go to all of them as well as John Holland who has been our link to AusDBF. 

I would also like to thank Marie Cunningham for her support to DBSA throughout the year, 
Marie’s corporate knowledge of our sport has been a great assistance.  

Based on the feedback from the Office of Recreation, Sport & Racing our Board functions 
extremely well and I look forward to seeing this continue on as the sport of dragon boating 
moves forward.  

Peter Button  

DBSA President 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

With pleasure I submit my second and final Secretary’s report. As in previous years, Marie 
Cunningham of Admin Focus has continued to provide administration services to the Board: 
maintaining Revolutionise, formulation and distribution of agenda and minutes for Board, 
Presidents Forum, Race Committee meetings and AusChamps 22 Organising Committee 
meetings, membership applications and renewals, and clearance requests. Any remaining 
activities have been the remit of the Secretary portfolio. I cannot thank Marie enough for her 
attention to detail and ability to juggle correspondence and actions. Her corporate knowledge 
is second to none, and she is an invaluable asset to the Association.  

Administrative highlights for the year include: 

Website refresh A refreshed and modern DBSA website was launched this financial 
year. Many thanks to Jen Halman for working with us to design and develop the new 
website. 
Policy Updates The Board continually reviews the DBSA policies, with an aim to 
update and improve outdated policies, and identify any policy gaps.  
In 20-21. 
Register Creation The Board have created various consolidated digital registers 
including past and current volunteers, volunteer training records, keys issued to DBSA 
participants, Come and Try participants and trophies. These registers are live 
documents and maintained on the DBSA G drive. 
Online booking for small craft An online resource booking platform has been 
launched. Using Picktime, smaller dragon boating craft may be booked by anyone in 
the Association. This has resulted in administrative time saving. 

This was my first time ever sitting on a Board for an organisation and I wish to thank my fellow 
Board members for their support and for providing me with a fascinating insight into what 
happens behind the scenes of a sporting Association.  

I have greatly enjoyed being a member of the South Australian dragon boating community for 
the last 5 years and thank all the wonderful people I have met for making this experience a 
great one!  

Kat Reid 
DBSA Secretary 
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CULTURAL PORTFOLIO REPORT 

The Opening Ceremony was once again held with great enthusiasm from DBSA’s invited 
guests – Dotting of the Eyes and Blessing the Boats, and more so because of the lack of rain 
on the day.  The challenges of being COVID safe required DBSA meeting the SA Health 
COVID Safe Plan and it is here that I thank Peter Button for keeping me updated leading up 
to the actual day. 

Special thanks must go to the monks and congregation of the Buddhist temple at Ottaway for 
making themselves available every year for the blessing and dotting of the eyes’ ceremony.  
The wonderful representatives from their community are very valued by the dragon boat 
community, and as such I believe the ceremony, although informal, is always enjoyed by all.   

It is with thanks to the following whom each had a boat allocated to them for the dotting of the 
eyes’ ceremony: 

 Venerables from the SA Zhu-Lin Buddhist Association 
 Leah Cassidy, CEO Sport SA 
 Noah Cassidy 
 Barny Cundell, Foundation Life Member Rowing SA 
 Deputy Mayor Cr David Wilkins – Port Adelaide Enfield Council  
 Mayor Angela Evans – Charles Sturt Council 
 Anna Gyamfi-Fornosi, DBSA paddler with ACDC 
 John Holland, DBSA Life Member  
 Peter Button, President DBSA 
 Barry Gower, WOWFM – Presenter for the race meeting 

As in the 2019 Opening Ceremony, members of local dragon boat clubs were also included in 
the reading “The Paddlers Oath” and ‘The Dragon Spirit” as part of the Opening Ceremony. 
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This ceremony is now an integral component of the dragon boating scene at West Lakes, and 
one which is now embedded in the DBSA calendar of events.  It has been very heart-warming 
to also receive ongoing acceptances from both local councils and sporting organisations to 
whom invitations are sent each year. 

The challenge to involve a “Welcome to Country” joining the Buddhist community is still unmet, 
but perhaps for the Nationals in 2022, this may be a possibility.  

I enjoy supporting DBSA in the annual Opening Ceremony, and I look forward to the continued 
communication with the Buddhist monks in ensuring their needs are met in the annual event, 
as well as with the Mayors of both councils and sporting organisations involved in the future

Mary-Ann Holt 
Cultural Portfolio 
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RACING COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Racing Committee met on 11 occasions throughout the year to plan the 2020/21 and once 
to plan the 2021/22 season.   

Clubs continue, where possible, to have two delegates on this committee with meetings held 
either in person at The Sailing Club and online via Zoom depending on the COIVID-19 
restrictions at the time.  

Of note during the year: 

 COVID-19 Safe Plans were in place and updated as new plans issued: 
o Clubs were each assigned their own boat for exclusive use on Race Days and 

responsible for dressing (head, tail drum) and sanitising between races if sharing with 
another category. 

o Clubs required to maintain their own contact lists for contact tracing on Race Days. 
o Clubs requested to not swap life jackets where possible (sanitise in between). 
o Organising Club provided a COVID Marshall on race days. 

o COVID Marshall Kits were purchased for each Club. 
o Boats were spread out further when returning to the beach. 
o Paddlers marshalled near their own tent. 
o Only 18 paddlers were allowed in a 20s boat. 
o Boat and equipment cleaning processes put in place. 

 Consideration was given to changing the race order so that Premier racing would be held 
first up to allow them to leave earlier as they have fewer race day.  The Racing Committee 
agreed there would be no change to the race order for the 20/21 season.  

 Composite teams continued to be formed and were considered ‘not for points’ on the 
respective race day. 

 Barry Gowers (WOW FM) was appointed as Race commentator for one race only and then 
he resigned. 

 Max Stevens appointed as Race Announcer for remainder of season. 
 Clubs encouraged to purchase their own radios and have them with the until the end of 

the race day so they can hear, and calls made over them in case the PA was not working. 
 Mobile Coffee Bean was again engaged to provide catering for the season. 
 Wallaroo Marina Challenge event held on Saturday 7 November. 
 AusChamps event scheduled in Perth in October 2021 was cancelled due to COVID-19. 
 Peter Bristow event rescheduled to Saturday 16 January 2021 due to COVID-19. 
 Vogalonga Down Unda event was rescheduled to 16 May 2021 due to COVID-19. 
 Hat regatta held on Saturday 13 February 201 at Goolwa. 
 Clubs reminded throughout the season to be mindful of the slippery boat ramp. 

17



 Race day sponsors were put in place (BBC Plumbing & Gas and Complete Caravan 
Solutions). 

 Task List amended to include requirement for 2-3 people to relocate the Umpire’s boat. 
o Procedure currently under development. 

 Provision of volunteers throughout the season remained problematic. 
 “Naming rights” were initially sought as sponsorship for the State Championships and then 

withdrawn due to the late notice to prepare in time. To be offered earlier in the new season. 
 Paddle for Prostate event scheduled for Sunday 11 April 2021 was cancelled due to 

extreme weather conditions. 
 Agreed to revisit the task allocation for relocation of the Umpire’s Boat on race days next 

season with suggestion put forward could be allocated to one Club throughout the season. 
 Chief Official’s Report was introduced and agreed to revisit need for this next season or to 

streamline it further. 
 Clubs reminded that RC meeting delegates to attend with information of the races being 

entered by their club. 
 Organising Club to check entries on the Friday night and if there were any significant 

changes to the team entries to email Clubs seeking their feedback. 
 State Championships were held, and all event trophies were upgraded. 
 Regional Masters Games event held in Wallaroo on Saturday 17 April with a record 

number of participants. 
 Clubs advised upon Council edict that when setting up tents at Aquatic to not hammer tent 

pegs in or star dropper poles before 9am to avoid any residential noise complaints. 
 Agreed to reintroduce more BCS events. 
 Advice given that the Boatshed at Aquatic Reserve will be renovated in 2021/22. 
 PDF exemption expires on 30 June 2021. 

o DBSA to seek renewed exemption 
 Agreed to hold presentations immediately after the last race to encourage more Club 

attendance. 
 Agreed the trial of composite team racing should continue next season. 
 Noted boats would be rotated through the different venues to extend their use. 
 Council constructed a pedestrian path at Aquatic Reserve from Bower Road joining the 

path near where the caravan is parked and a set of steps leading down to the shore. 

Appreciation is extended to RC delegates, Clubs and various race day volunteers for their 
inordinate contributions, willingness and commitment in seeing the race season being as 
successful as it can. 

Peter Button 
DBSA President 
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VOLUNTEERS & OFFICIALS PORTFOLIO REPORT 

It has been my pleasure to be the Volunteer & Officials Co-Ordinator for the past 12 months. 

There have been some changes that have taken place at the National Level where all Officials  
are now accredited under the one system. 

There are 3 levels which are based on the individual official’s knowledge and experience. 

The top level is AusDBF Level 3 and SA currently has 5 of them. 

Those 5 Level 3 officials are Jennifer Bould, Julie Clinch, Steve Clinch, John Holland and 
Christine Wood who are also Level 1 IDBF Officials. Previously they have been allocated the 
main task of Chief Official on a rotating basis however DBSA now insists that the Chief Official 
must forego racing to officiate. 

In August 2020, the following undertook the  
AusDBF Level 1 Officials course and all passed  
with flying colours: 

 Peter Button, Mick Cahill, Scott Clinch, 
Maria Darby, Pat Doogue [going for 
Level 2], Sandy Douglas, Joy Fisher, 
Christine Graham, Trish Hartwright, 
Steve Holt, Ronnie Lane, Julie Lister, 
Ron Ottaway, Kat Reid, Tim White and 
Glyn Wingard. 

All have undertaken roles on race days which helps the day run smoothly and also assists 
them in gaining knowledge and moves them further up the through the Officials levels. 

I am always asked is there are differences between Volunteers and Officials?   Well, the 
answer is Yes. 

The easiest way to explain the difference is that Official roles relate directly to racing and 
Volunteer roles relate to roles where the person does not need to know, and/or understand 
the Rules of Racing. 

Jennifer Bould and I have been endorsed by DBSA to be the members of SA ROMP [Race 
Officials Mentor Program]. 

I have been and will continue to mentor each and every up and coming Official. 

As part of the 2021 DBSA Awards Night there was a major focus on our Volunteers and 
Officials without whom the Association would not be able to run as efficiently as it does.  DBSA 
also rewarded our Sponsors with Certificates of Appreciation. 

Various levels of achievement were recognised from new volunteers with a Certificate of 
Appreciation, new AusDBF Officials being rewarded with their caps and a Certificate of 
Appreciation while some volunteers received their DBSA 5 year service pins along with 
Certificate of Appreciation for years of service and a copy of the AusDBF Fierce Fast Furious 
history book.   
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The last group recognised was for volunteers and officials who have given more than 5 years’ 
service to DBSA and were rewarded with their 5 year pins and their certificates.   
Those who are now AusDBF Officials were also presented with their caps. 

Significant Service Certificates of 
Appreciation and 20 year pins were 
awarded to Jennifer Bould, Julie Clinch, 
and Steve Clinch on the night and both 
John Holland and Christine Wood were 
recognised in their absence. 

Certificate & Cap CERTIFICATE  CAPS 

Mick Cahill * * 

Steve Holt * * 

Ronnie Lane * * 

Julie Lister * * 

5 YEAR PINS CERTIFICATE  BOOK CAPS 

Scott Clinch * * * 

Sandy Douglas * * * 

 Beth Dunchue * * 

Dennis Whitford * * 

Ron Ottaway * *  Already received 

 Pat Doogue * Already had a copy  
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Certificates

Tim White * Already received  

Mary-Ann Holt * 

Jen Halman * 

Peter Button * 

Vi Duong * 

Valda Cooper 

Steve White * Already received 

 Maria Darby  *  Already received 

Certificate of Significant Service

Steve Clinch * 

Julie Clinch * 

Jennifer Bould * 

Certificate for Sponsors

BBC Plumbing & Gas * 

Programmed Electrical 
Technologies * 

A special presentation of a beautiful, engraved clock 
was made to the outgoing Treasurer Jennifer Bould 
for her decades of ongoing service that she has 
given to DBSA – 36 years in total. 

Jennifer may no longer be on the DBSA Board due 
to constitution rules however she will continue to sit 
on the 2022 AusChamps Committee and her 
officiating roles at race days will also continue 
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All Board Members, who are also volunteers, have worked very hard to keep our sport going 
during some trying times due to COVID and other outside elements.  They have gone above and 
beyond at times and should all be congratulated and thanked for their commitment. They attend 
monthly Board Meetings, Governance Meetings and many of them also sit on the AusChamps 
Steering Committee and have separate portfolios which they look after. [eg High Performance, 
Maintenance, Participation & Development, Racing]. 

Without the efforts of this dedicated group of people the Association would not be in such a 
positive position.  

The Clubs have also done their part in supporting the Association from Club Administration, 
Racing and Maintenance Committees and at Come & Try and School events, assisting when 
volunteers were called for. 

On top of the regular local DBSA race days, this year saw several regional events.  Those being 
The Wallaroo Challenge, The Hat Regatta and finishing the year off was the SA Regional Masters 
Games which was held in Wallaroo.  The majority of the groundwork was done by Valda Cooper 
as the Sport Co-ordinator and who was supported by her sub-committee of John Holland who did 
the race program and Vi Duong for his support and assistance where needed. 

I allocated tasks to Volunteers and Officials bases on their knowledge and their personal 
preferences. 

The event is covered in its own report done by Valda. 

I am looking forward towards the future when all the current Level 1 Officials take the next step 
to Level 2 and then lastly up to Level 3.  These Officials are the future of our sport, and it will be 
my pleasure mentoring them if and when they need me. 

Most Officials have a favourite task and where possible I will always assist in putting them into 
their chosen areas because, when you truly enjoy doing something, it becomes a choice and not 
a task and you continue to put your hand up.  There will of course on occasion be a need to 
assign a different task to one of the Officials, but it is always about being a learning curve and 
doing what is best to keep the day running smoothly. 

Our regular Volunteers are also an important part of our sport.  Without these volunteers we could 
not run School and Corporate events, Come & Trys or Special Events.  We are in a good space 
when our regular Vollies continually put their hands up race day after race day.  Again I always 
try to allocate these guys and gals with their chosen tasks. 

Good Volunteers and Officials are hard to find and keep so on behalf of DBSA, I personally “Thank 
You”. 

Julie Clinch 
Volunteer Portfolio 
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MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

Season 2020/21 saw a reduced volume of work undertaken by members of our paddling  
community due to public restrictions. A brief summary is listed below: 

 Ongoing maintenance to finish line caravan 
 Extensive repairs to training craft  
 Ongoing repairs to trolleys 
 Fibreglass repairs to heads and tails 
 Repairs to drummer seat anchor points 
 General maintenance to storage facilities at Aquatic and Port Adelaide 
 Servicing of all mobile fleet 
 In service inspection and testing carried out on electrical equipment for caravan 
 LED information sign mounted on rafter in boat shed 

As reported last season, much of this work is carried out behind the scenes and often occurs 
without public recognition. This is the appropriate platform to acknowledge these efforts and thank 
them for their contributions. 

Special thanks 

There have been significant contributions by individuals which really do require recognition. 

 Peter Lister 
Peter has been extremely busy with extensive repairs to our training craft. These training 
craft are extremely important to our high-performance development and for other 
members wishing to pursue additional personal training. 

In addition to this he has been assisting Valerian with repairs to heads and tails.  

 Valerian Kuznetsov 
Valerian has also been extremely generous with his time, carrying out numerous repairs 
to damaged heads and tails.  

 John Holland 
Always working behind the scenes, John has carried out or organised many small tasks, 
which not completed can have significant impact on our sport.  

Although I have singled out these individuals, the assistance I have received from the  
Association this season has been great.  

23



Reminder 

Just a reminder to Clubs that their maintenance representative is the first point of call for any  
repairs.  

Please make the reimbursement policy available to them as there are specific provisions for  
maintenance included in it.  

Looking forward 

From August we will be conducting extensive repairs to our fleet in readiness for the AusChamps 
next season: 

 Boat seats need to be removed, sanded back and lacquered.  
 Drummers’ seats need to be inspected and any with the single seat support will  
 Require additional supports cut, installed and painted.  
 All Sweep oars will need to be inspected and repaired as required.  

It will be a big off-season and I am looking forward to assisting Clubs with these repairs.  

As we commence the new season, it is important for Clubs to inform DBSA of their maintenance 
representative.  

I will be contacting them in the near future. 

We will be looking to appoint a Head of Maintenance from our Maintenance representatives to 
coordinate tasks and provide cost estimates for repairs. Below is a sample of the requirements 
which will be beneficial to this role. 

 Knowledge or interest in scheduling 
 Knowledge or interesting in providing estimates 
 Good communications 
 Self motivated 
 … and of course time. 

Volunteers are the lifeblood in any grass-roots sport. Without these remarkable individuals, the 
sport cannot grow. I am eternally grateful for the time members of our Association give, not only 
in maintenance, but all areas of our sport. I have drawn on their depth of knowledge and skill set 
and am grateful for their contribution.  

Again, I wish to thank and commend to the Association the Maintenance team of 2020/21. 

Michael Cahill 
Maintenance Portfolio 
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SWEEP COMMITTEE REPORT 

Current Sweep Committee members (June 21) 

Pat Doogue - Chairperson SADA 
Steve Clinch Blade Runners 
Chris Kelly Water Warriors 
Julie Clinch - DBSA Liaison Blade Runners 

I would like to thank John Holland for his many years of commitment to the sweeps in our sport 
and that continues with his membership to the AusDBF sweep committee.   John will now 
concentrate on the leadership of AusDBF. 

Ronnie Lane left the panel early in the season before I joined, I’d like to see her back! More 
recently, Jan Bice has resigned to concentrate on her club commitments but is committed to 
finishing a couple of things she has started with the panel, and we thank Jan for her excellent 
service to the Sweep’s Committee. Dave Gillies, who was our Regional Examiner has moved to 
the big smoke, so he too has moved off the panel. Many thanks to Dave. Discussions continue 
as to how we will cover this loss. 

It was discussed that AusDBF would take over the national sweep data base in consultation with 
state members and state sweep coordinators. Jan started and completed the big job of reconciling 
RevSport sweep list with reality by contacting each club and not resting until she got a completed 
list. This list was then sent to AusDBF for their upload to the national system.  

We had scheduled three training courses for members to attend: 
- 26th September 2020, 6th December 2020, 1st May 2021 – held in Adelaide. 

- And 5th June, a well-attended course held in Wallaroo. 

The highlight of the Wallaroo course was the assistance throughout the course and presentation 
of the Drummer portion by Mick Cahill, thanks Mick. 

COVID19 restrictions and social distancing have been high in our priorities when running courses. 
Early on, with one course, as we were all from different clubs, it was decided not to get into a boat 
together, so we did not have a practical session. It was thought that teams would take on that 
role on this occasion. 

Chris Kelly has taken on the task to look at all sweep and drummer related references on the 
DBSA web site are UpToDate. 

I have been attending (by Zoom) the national Sweep coordinators’ meeting. It is interesting to see 
where we stand when some states are still discussing if a sweep should wear a life jacket or not. 
Also discussed are things like the contains of the sweep manual and revising the safety 
handbook. 
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It was agreed that the State Sweep Co-ordinators are to now take a proactive approach. They 
will work with all clubs by encouraging clubs to train up more sweeps to Level 3, so that clubs are 
better prepared to participate at AusChamps in 2022. Moving forward Sweep Co-ordinators will 
run training courses for beginners and refresher/skill sessions for accredited sweeps from the 
beginning of next season. This will be our focus going into the new season. 

Stay safe on the water, 

Pat Doogue 
DBSA Sweep Committee – Chairperson (State Sweep Coordinator) 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE REPORT 

There has been minimal activity with high performance as a result of the Pandemic. 

The 2021 National Dragon Boat Championships in WA was cancelled, so there was no State 
Team participation. 

The 2020 Asian Championships in Hong Kong was cancelled, after five South Australia paddlers 
tried out and received invitations to a selection camp. 

AusDBF will not be sending a team to the 2021 World Championships in Hong Kong because of 
ongoing travel restrictions.  

The 2022 National Dragon Boat Championships will be held in South Australia. The level of State 
Team participation is expected to be competitive.  

Vi Duong 
High Performance Chair 

27



PARTICIPATION & DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

Season 2020/21 has been an up and down season because of ongoing uncertainties 
associated with the Pandemic. 

However, DBSA was still able to run some participation events. During the season over 500 
students participated in Dragon Boat through a number of school excursions, Western Zone 
carnival and local council school holiday program. 

Copper Coast Battle Dragons DBC in conjunction with Wallaroo school ran a six weeks dragon 
boat program for grade 6/7 students. The program was well received and was a big success. 
Some students went on the participate at the Wallaroo Marina Challenge. 

Over 120 adults tried Dragon Boat for their first time with DBSA through a number of organised 
team building activities, the Wallaroo Marina Challenge and the annual Corporate Challenge.  

A number for clubs also ran their own “come and try” and corporate activities throughout the 
season.  

Vi Duong 
P&D Chair 
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JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

As with everything else, the Covid19 shutdown had a major impact on the progress of Junior 
Dragon Boat development in South Australia. 

When we returned to paddling, a number of juniors decided that for various reasons, they 
would not be returning to our sport and others reduced their involvement. At the end of last 
year, we had 12 juniors and of those, five re-joined, six left the sport and one had an 18th 
birthday. Two of those who left the sport are quite likely to return in 2021-22. 

We had to basically start a rebuild and we now look likely to sign up ten new juniors for 2021-
22. Their signed registration forms will be submitted to DBSA before the start of the racing 
season. At the time of writing, we also have another nine juniors booked in for introductory 
sessions – these juniors have come from contact lists from School Holiday programs. 

The aim is to be able to enter a junior standard boat crew in AusChamps in Adelaide in 2022. 

2020 - 21 JUNIOR SCHOOLS PROGRAMS 
EVENT LOCATION DATE TIME BOATS 

Mt CARMEL Aquatic 18th Sept 1.15pm - 2.45pm 1 

Mt CARMEL Aquatic 25th Sept 1.15pm - 2.45pm 1 

CCS School Holiday Program Aquatic 29th Sept 10.00am - 11.30am 2 

CCS School Holiday Program Aquatic 8th Oct 10.00am - 11.30am 2 

Portside Christian School Aquatic 13th Oct 9.00am - 10.15am 2 

Mt CARMEL Aquatic 16th Oct 1.15pm - 2.45pm 1 

Mt CARMEL Aquatic 23rd Oct 1.15pm - 2.45pm 1 

Portside Christian School Aquatic 27th Oct 9.00am - 10.15am 2 

CCS School Holiday Program Aquatic 13th April 10.00am - 11.30am 2 

CCS School Holiday Program Aquatic 20th April 10.00am - 11.30am 2 

We continued to work with schools to promote Dragon Boating but in most cases, we do not 
get the take up we want as most participants are already engaged with their chosen sports, 
and we find that we are competing with the mainstream sports of Soccer, Netball, Basketball, 
Australian Rules Football and Cricket. We get the greatest success with primary school aged 
children who have not yet chosen a sport and enjoy the competition but do not have to stand 
out from the group as there is greater pressure to perform individually in other mainstream 
sports. 

Port Adelaide Enfield council are now organising school holiday programs and we registered 
dragon boating last year but did not get enough respondents for the day, but we did run a 
session for those interested on a Saturday morning. We will register again in 2021 and will 
hopefully have more success. 
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One of our longest serving Juniors (competed in our junior crew in 2016) has just graduated 
from juniors and has completed the level 1 Coaching Course and will be assisting with our 
youngsters. Cassidy has represented Australia in the Auroras and has packed a lot of 
experience into his seven years in our sport. 

There are a few junior members in other DBSA clubs but for some reason they are not 
interested in participating in the DBSA junior program. Hopefully, with AusChamps being held 
in Adelaide in 2022 there may be some more interest and encouragement to build a strong 
junior contingent for our home Championships 

We all need to keep up the efforts to recruit juniors and it would be great to get more 
youngsters providing competition at our regattas. 

John Holland 
State Junior Coach 
Level 3 AusDBF Coach 
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SA REGIONAL MASTERS GAMES – COPPER COAST

The Copper Coast Masters Games Dragon Boat event formed part of the largest SA Regional 
Masters Games ever held in South Australia. The total event attracted over 1,600 registrations. 
Dragon Boating had 286 registrations (15 teams) plus 26 officials and volunteers.  

The event was hosted at Wallaroo, with the Wallaroo Marina basin providing the zoned racing 
area and the land-based part of the event was held on Inverness Way. 

With participants, officials and volunteers, corporate challenge participants, plus supporters, 
members of the public and stall holders the event hosted more than 500 people on the day. 
While most teams were from SA, Mildura Dragons from Victoria formed the biggest group they 
have ever taken away bringing 22 registered participants. Individual registrations also came 
from Kangaroo Island, Cowell and Tasmania. Another highlight of the event was the 
registration of a Future Masters Team, Studio Veno. 

We started promoting the games on 30th October 2020. Registrations opened in early 
December. Cancellation of the AusChamps in Perth, which had clashed with the Regional 
Masters Games dates, provided the opportunity for Adelaide teams to participate too. As an 
addendum to this year’s date clash with the AusChamps, further discussion has been held 
with SA Sport to avoid this going forward however next year’s dates, which have already been 
set and also clash, are unable to be changed.  

With a record number of entries and the enthusiasm of teams to enter every race possible and 
after consultation with Team Managers, it was agreed most races would run 2 rounds instead 
of 3 to fit the program into the day. The program ran with 36 races, 12 minutes apart. We 
nearly made it through all of them, however with the aquatic licence times and daylight working 
against us just a few races were cancelled at the end of the day. 
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Some frustrations with registration melted once the anticipation of the games moved in. 
Thanks to all, including the Copper Coast District Council, as the spirit of cooperation and 
goodwill was abundant with everyone culminating in a successful day for all involved. 

The working Committee included John Holland and Vi Duong. Further support was provided 
by DBSA. Copper Coast Battle Dragons were the host team, assisting with logistics. Officials 
and Volunteers were outstanding with many phoning or emailing to offer their assistance and 
others very generously helping with their specialised skills.  

A very sincere thanks to this entire group. The event would not be possible without these 
exceptional people. 

I hope the taste of participating in the SA Regional Masters Games on the Copper Coast has 
ignited a flame for the future and all clubs include participation of their teams in their annual 
planning going forward. 

Valda Cooper 
SA Regional Masters Games Coordinator 
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THE SAILING CLUB 

The Sailing Club is a joint venture between DragonBoatSA (DBSA) & Port Adelaide Artists 
Forum (PAAF) that started back in 2011.  

Over the last twelve months The management committee consisting of selected members 
from DBSA and PAAF meet on a regular basis.  

Any major or unusual expenditure is considered by the Committee and final approval given by 
both partners. A co-contribution of $500 each was provided in July 2020 to cover the 
installation of a replacement air-conditioner for The Sailing Club. A capital contribution by both 
partners was required in October 2020 due to the ramifications of Covid-19 to covers regular 
expenses incurred by The Sailing Club as there was no income. 

The DBSA Treasurer keeps a record of all receipts and payments and any other financial 
transactions for The Sailing Club. Hire invoices and expense claims are forwarded to the 
Treasurer from the Management Committee. Regular financial reports are submitted: 

 Income: $7770.00 – 50.8% increase on the previous year = reopening post Covid     

 Expenses: $7920.14 – 11.4% increase on the previous year  

 Operating loss:  -$  150.14 

The Sailing Club has four dragon boats stored onsite and serves as an alternate venue to the 
Aquatic boat shed for Clubs to use for dragon boat training at the Port 

The hire of facility either the Gallery Yampu or the meeting room are arranged through the 
online SmartSpace booking system continued. All users comply with the Covid19 safe 
management plan and QR code check-in authorised through state government regulations. 
Since July 2020 there have been 28 bookings by the registered people/groups aside from 
DBSA and PAAF. Several users book the facility repeatedly 

The original aim of the joint venture in 2011 was to have the facility running at break-even after 
expenses from the income generated. The financial position of The Sailing Club continues to 
be supported by both partners while showing a deficit. 

The Sailing Club future is unknown at this stage due to the housing development next 
door at Fletcher’s Slip. We await the state government action. 

Jennifer Bould 
DragonBoatSA Treasurer 
DBSA Life member 
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PROMOTIONAL REPORT  

In the promotion of dragon boating, the DBSA Board has once again supported multiple youth 
activities, school holiday programs and regional events. 

Events outside of the racing calendar were 

EVENTS DATES 

Corporate Challenge  
(Aquatic Reserve)

31 January 2021 

Hat Regatta  
(Goolwa)

13 February 2021 

SA Regional Masters Games 
(Wallaroo)

17 April 2021 

Vogalonga DownUnda 
(Goolwa)

16 May 2021 

Support for regional clubs
Mentoring, training, Sweeps’ accreditation and regional event support and participation 
continues. 
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Corporate teams   

Corporate teams were trained up by various Clubs for the annual Corporate Challenge event 
held in January.

Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/Dragonboatsa/ 

The DBSA Board continues to use Facebook to update members and promote dragon boat 
events, training, regattas and come and try opportunities to the dragon boat community.   

Please continue to tag @Dragonboatsa and share your team activities and memories to 
promote the sport of dragon boating.
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FINANCE REPORT 

The report is presented for the final time by the long-standing Board member/Treasurer. 

Jennifer Bould began as the first Treasurer when the Association was formed, then resumed 
in the role again in 1996 up to today.  

Starting with handwritten financial ledgers, it progressed to a computer based MYOB 
system.  The Association has grown in membership numbers and assets from the beginning 
while travelling down the financial road with trials and tribulations along the way to flourish as 
an Association. 

Revenue is generated by three main streams:  
 Membership – through registration fees (down 4.5%) and race fees (up 31%) 
 Grants – up 4.3% due to local government Covid-19 grant. 
 Marketing – through corporate events (up 137%) and sponsorship (up 100%) 

Expenses - Administration costs accounted for 61.6% of income this season 

This financial year: 
Income                $178,732.04 up by 14.5% on the previous year 
Expenses            $164,390.46 up by 8% on the previous year 
Operating profit   $  14,341.59 

As with any Association financials there is a balance between income vs expenses 
while providing services to the Association membership and growing dragon boating in SA. 

Everyone has a part to play in moving the Association forward with a positive outlook and a 
comfortable sound financial base through growing our numbers and marketing/sponsorship 
opportunities. 

The DBSA Board is planning and organising the next year’s budget that will include the 
income stream from the AusChamps which will be held in Adelaide in April 2022. 

I would like to thank the Board (current and past) for support over the years of me being here 
and especially Pat Doogue as the MYOB Consultant for DBSA and volunteer BAS agent.  

The audited financial report by Terry Caldow is included. 

Jennifer Bould 
Treasurer 
DBSA Life member 
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